
 

 

 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

                                                                        1/22/2020 

 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes  

 

ABSENT:  None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

  

1.   The Farm: 
Mr. Hurley reported that he had attended a meeting with John DeLano, David Gagne, Attorney, 

Kelley Hurd, and property owner, Jonathan DesJardins regarding when the above subdivision 

issues and remaining items would be completed.  He stated that one of the issues is the paving of 

driveways, which will need to be addressed between the owners and the developers and not 

through the Planning Board. He also stated that they were all in agreement that nothing else will be 

done until the spring.  

 

2.   Luke Estates: 
Mr. Stetson reported that most of the footings and foundations have been done except for the last 

house in this subdivision. He stated that when he was there last week they were pouring the last of 

the footings.  He noted that he was there today, and it looked like all of the footings and pads were 

now in. He noted that the first house looked almost ready for an occupancy permit. Correspondence 

from Building Commission, Michael White, reported that he has received a permit application for 

#5 Luke Drive.  

 

3.   Scotland/Maple Streets: 

Mr. Hurley stated that the Chapter 40B subdivision Roadways and Lots have all been staked out 

and the project appears to be moving forward.  Mr. Hurley received correspondence from town 

resident, Patricia Murphy, asking what the Town can do to stop this subdivision that is being built 

off of Scotland and Maple Streets.  Mr. Hurley responded that the ZBA administers the process. He 

noted that the State, through the Chapter 40B process, circumvents the Town’s zoning bylaws and 

there is no way to stop it.  He further noted that several towns have tried to stop these types of 

development but were overruled by the Courts.  

 

A second email from town resident, Patricia McCardle, questioned whether the school system is 

large enough to accommodate the amount of children that might be coming in with this new 

development.  She further asked whether anyone has spoken to the school system about this.  It was 

noted the Chapter 40B process, as stated above, applies to the schools as well.     

   

 4.   320 West Center Street: 
The Board received an email from Building Commissioner, Michael White, regarding a new 

business at the above address.  He reported that the Lux Nail Bar went in the Plaza without any 

permits or approvals. Mr. White noted that he only caught it when they applied for a Business 

Certificate. He reported that he and the Fire Chief had inspected the business. Mr. White stated that 

he is contacting the town boards to see what, if any, permits are needed. He stated that he will be 

sending out a letter to them with his and Chief May’s concerns, and could add on any other 

department’s requirements and/or concerns.          
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5.    Street Acceptance Policy: 

The Board was given copies of the new policy pertaining to the acceptance of subdivision roads 

approved by the Planning Board. Mr. Hurley reported that he had sent the Street Acceptance Policy 

to Dennis Welch, for B.C. Way, who is in the process of finishing up the plans for his subdivision 

road to be accepted by the Town.  He stated that he had also sent this same policy to Mr. Pilling, 

Mr. Davner and Mr. Koska who are currently finishing subdivision projects in town. 

 

Mr. Stetson asked for details of the policy.  Mr. Hurley stated that a public hearing must be held by 

the Planning Board, paperwork will now have to be filed with the Town Clerk at least seven (7) 

days in advance of any hearing and that the direct residents on a subdivision roadway are the only 

ones that need to be notified. He further stated that the Planning Board will have to make their 

recommendation and then it must be voted by the Board of Selectmen before it goes to Town 

Meeting. Mr. Stetson stated that if it was a large subdivision, or near the center of town, there could 

be upwards of two to three (200-300) hundred residents that would have to be notified. Mr. Hurley 

suggested that Board read the entire policy so that they will be familiar with the new guidelines.         

 

6.   West Chestnut Street/Brockton: 
Mr. Hurley stated that he had spoken with Brockton City Councilor, Susan Nicastro, regarding the 

proposed subdivision to begin in Brocton and finish in West Bridgewater.  Ms. Nicastro reported 

that the project had been reviewed and approved as a Site Plan only and that they had to sign off on 

it. Mr. Hurley stated that proponents had created a private road, so did not have to present this as a 

subdivision in Brockton.  He showed the members a copy of the plan dated 1/6/2020 and noted that 

there was no block on it for Planning Board signatures. He also noted that the city cannot find the 

paperwork for the sewer pipe.  Mr. Noyes stated that this should be adverse possession. 

 

Mr. Hurley asked how they could approve this plan.  He stated that there has to be adequate access 

from a public road and proponents don’t have one.  He noted that the city officials and lawyers 

agreed with him.  Mr. Anderson asked when proponents come before them if they will have to have 

an attached road as part of the plan and if the road would start in West Bridgewater.  Mr. Noyes 

reiterated that they have no access to a public way on the town side. Mr. Anderson asked if the 

proponents have to go through the subdivision control requirements and if this Board has to sign 

off on it.  Mr. Noyes stated that he was not quite sure how it would work.  Mr. Hurley stated that he 

would talk with Town Counsel, David Gay, to find out how they should proceed when proponents 

come before them.          

 

7.   860 North Main Street: 
Mr. Stetson asked about the status of the proposed church at the above site.  Mr. Hurley stated that 

they are in the process of getting the proper permits. Mr. Stetson stated that they should be required 

to honor the special permit given to them by the Planning Board before they get any additional 

permits.  He stated that he drove down the access road off of Copeland Street and noted that 

currently there is furniture and several mattresses that have been dumped there.   
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8.   Hookah Lounge: 
Mr. Hurley briefly discussed the recent problems with the above site.  He noted that the seat 

capacity is eighty (80) seats, however when a police officer noticed there were vehicles parked 

everywhere, he contacted the Deputy Fire Chief to go with him to check it out. They found that 

there was upwards of one hundred and forty (140) patrons inside the lounge which they quickly 

cleared out.  Mr. Hurley noted that for a hundred and thirty ($130) dollars you could buy bottles of 

alcohol to do “shots” with the owner taking back the empty ones.  He noted that if they had come 

before this Board first, they wouldn’t have been able to get enough parking spaces for such a small 

lot.  Mr. Stetson stated that they are allowed to have smoking, drinking, food and entertainment 

which are not allowed at any other business in the State. It was noted that as a result of the 

overcrowding violation, the owner was ordered to close for two nights.           

 

9.   Calendars: 
The Board received their annual, solar powered, pocket calendars from Azu Etoniru, owner of E.T 

Engineering, in appreciation of their continuous exemplary work they do in discharging their 

responsibilities.   

          

10.   Subdivision updates: 

   

B.C. Way: 

The proponent is preparing their plans (per the new policy guidelines) and paperwork to be 

submitted for acceptance of the subdivision roadway and the release of the surety. 

          

Elm Terrace: 
The proponent is preparing the plans (per the new policy guidelines) and paperwork to be 

submitted for acceptance of the subdivision roadway and the release of the surety.  

 

Green Meadows:   

No further updates as to the DPW review of the roadways.      

  

Lamp Post Estates: 

It was noted that there has been nothing started on this subdivision.  It was reported that one 

of the owners came in to get the form for the Covenant since it was not filed with the 

original submittal.  It has not been submitted.      

         

11.    MAIL: 

E. Bridgewater Planning Board decision re: subdivision, Oak Street, granted. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: variance, 143 Bedford Street, granted. 

E. Bridgewater ZBA decision, re: variance, 427 North Bedford Street, granted. 

E. Bridgewater Planning Board public hearing 2/3/2020, re: special permit, 530 Spring Street. 

Easton ZBA decision re: special permit, 25 Roberts Drive, granted. 

Easton ZBA decision re: variance, 105 Depot Street, granted.  

OCPC minutes of 11/19/19 and agenda for1/21/2020. 
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12.   A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll. Second (AK).   

        Vote:  Unanimous. 

         

13.   The minutes of 1/8/2020 were accepted and filed. 

 

14.   The meeting was adjourned at 7:56 p.m. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


